






































The burial ground of asylum seekers in Lesvos was created in 2015. 
Since then, many more refugees and asylum seekers had been and 
currently continue to get buried at this site. Today we would like to re-
store it to offer a respectful and dignified burial, which is deemed as 
basic human right by the European convention. 





. Death has no borders

. A place for families to 
mourn according to their 
culture

. Give the deceased their 
last honour and dignity

.. A person’ s grave is their 
first home in the afterlife

. In life and death all 
humans are equal



The planning of this project involved learning about the legal requirements 
that countries need to follow in order to bury those who die on their land and 
getting informed about the customs and rituals performed in countries where 
asylum seekers were coming from so that this could be honoured. All of this, 
along with the planning and coordination of every stage of the project, has 
been the work of Ms. Velasquez, while the finances have been covered by 
Armut und Gesundheit. After the planning stage, permission to carry out the 
works had to be obtained from the local authorities in Mytilene. Earth 
Medicine applied for this permit and after months of waiting and 
conversations with local officials, permission was granted on 23 May 2023.

The next stage of the project consisted of obtaining the materials from local The next stage of the project consisted of obtaining the materials from local 
suppliers and coordinating the workers so that works could be initiated. 
Works on the project finally started in October 2023. Different teams have 
been working intensely since then and we expect the project to be completed 
by April 2024. The ceremony to mark its completion and to hand it over to the 
local authorities will be on 17th April 2024.

As mentioned in the official proposal, all necessary materials and tools were As mentioned in the official proposal, all necessary materials and tools were 
bought in the shops local to the burial ground – in the surroundings of Kato 
Tritos village, and in Mytilene, the island’s capital. For us it was important to 
use this opportunity to strengthen our relationship with the community by 
contributing to the local economy and by showing our respect to this land and 
those who live here.

It was also important for us to involve people from the local community and It was also important for us to involve people from the local community and 
from the asylum seekers population in the project to promote integration and 
increase community cohesion. All the work pertaining to the project is being 
carried out by a team of volunteers composed by a mixture of Greek 
professionals and asylum seekers currently living in Mavrovouni camp in 
Lesvos. 



Here will be a space
where asylum seekers can meet
the most sacred of human needs

that is the mourning of our loved ones.



1. Cleaning and cutting grass and bushes

The project works officially started on 14th October 2023 when Prof. Dr. 
Gerhard Trabert and the team of asylum seekers, coordinated by Earth 
Medicine’s worker Mr. Sohrab Shizrad, started to clear the site by cutting 
overgrown grass and bushes. This allowed us to start the identification of the 
existing graves. 

2. Creating the burial ground plot, picture files2. Creating the burial ground plot, picture files
and grave count

On October 20th, 2023, when the terrain was fully cleared, the technical 
team composed by the Topographer Stelios Tsobanellis, the Photographer 
Thomas Mamakos, and Earth Medicine’s Administrative and local team coor-
dinator Malvina Tampra, started to work on drawing the land plot.  

The main purpose of this was to obtain a detailed map of the site which al-
lowed us to identify all the existing graves in the burial ground. The picture 
files compiled during this time constitute a visual record of all the graves as 
we initially found them. 

The most difficult tasks during this stage were counting the graves and iden-
tifying the people buried in them. We have not been able to find any records 
of the deceased and we don’t know if they actually exist. The majority of the 
graves had been marked with a wooden stick which in some cases had no 
name, and in others the name was written in ink but it was now faded an illeg-
ible.

In addition, a number of deaths have occurred at sea and in the refugee 
camp since the work started and the bodies have been buried in this burial 
ground. This has meant that the ground plot has had to be constantly updat-
ed and amended. 



3. Construction of the graves

In November 15th 2023, the team of builders started to make an external 
frame around each of the 189 graves which are currently found in the burial 
ground. However, this number is expected to increase as, unfortunately, 
drownings are still happening in the Aegean Sea around the island as people 
continue to make the dangerous crossing towards Lesvos.

The team of builders composed by asylum seekers has already finished The team of builders composed by asylum seekers has already finished 
building in concrete the external frames of all existing graves. Marble plates 
with the names carved on them (when the name is known) will then be placed 
on the graves. Those whose name is still unknown will also have a marble 
plate on their grave. 

A layer of resistant plastic or PVC will cover the surface of each grave to pre-A layer of resistant plastic or PVC will cover the surface of each grave to pre-
vent the vegetation to grow through. On top of this, there will be a layer of 
white pebbles and finally a layer of white plaster will be applied to give a tidy 
finish to the graves. 

We have been careful to follow the indications of asylum seekers regarding 
the customary requirements for a proper grave in their countries of origin. 
This includes not only how the graves are built but also the direction of in 
which they are placed and other important considerations regarding burial rit-
uals.
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5. Grave’s pathways and fence 
construction 

The final steps include the construction of small pathways The final steps include the construction of small pathways 
between the graves to allow visitors to walk safely and 
prevent them from stepping on the graves. This will also 
give shape to the site and create a tidy, organised feel to 
it. Finally, we will build a fence around the burial ground. 
We are expecting the Topographer from the Municipality 
to give us a final plot, in order to do this final step.

























Dr. Gerhard Trabert. 

https://www.armut-gesundheit.de/ 

Mr. Werner Kinkel. 
https://brotundbuecher.de/ueber-uns/

Bridge of Humanity e.V
Ms. Maria-Theresia Schneider.
https://www.bridgeofhumanity.org/ 

Space Eye.
Mr. Hans-Peter Buschheuer.
https://www.facebook.com/spaceeyeorg/

Alea Horst. 
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